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Plans to decorate
L.B. airport stall

Diandra Jay'Statt Photgragher
Barnie Massey, second from left, carries one of 10 16-foot panels designed by local children
‘1o be displayed on the L Despite from

0 pi lot out of i
the FAA, Massey's Portraits of Hope project has hit a series of legal snags and the panels mmg?gﬂ;m“:ﬂmwﬂ: group in 1995, and so far have

currently sit in storage in a Long Beach warehouse. to see their work up there.”
FAA. Chris Kunze, who was then
manager for the Long Beach Air-
port, w-:l.lhn at the meeting,
i sald in a statement, had no say in
Involved thousands of kids across the outcome. Kunaze dld.gl{umr.
'fu'fm"ﬁ.'u'“.“né“m lhum;l' send the FAA & memo of under-
L standing outlining their project.
New York taxi and four gt iy B

cars. , 2006, Portrai
Hope got a letter from Withy-
n January 2007, Portraits of

‘Hope started local children on the Ie:gbe. on FAA stationery, read-

fust in time for spring, and woald
keep its colors until fall.

To make the project happen,
Portraits of Hope raised $300,000
through private and corporate

Then the Federal Aviation
Administration, which

ug.

In an ed to the
Press-Telegram, lan Gregor, com-
munical r for the
FAN's  Western-Pacil i

Gregor said the key issue was
that the FAA determined that “dis-
playing the mural — logo or no
— would constitute endorsing
a 'product, service or enterprise.”
rsing the enterprise would
tie Indirectly into the fundraising
issue because it would
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Bernie Massey of Portraits of
Hope tells a different story.

Portraits of Hope, he said, first
ot the idea to decorate the tower
when their

which is posted on
Portraits of Hope's Web site, goes
on to talk about itectural
ngs, gives authorization to
visit the tower, and says “you
should proceed with developing
the plan.”
In the
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lightly,” said.
Fortraits of Hope began fund-
raising and their

designing
project, which not only includes
the art portion, but also an educa-
tional one. The educational por-
tion unites children with Portraits

Massey sald. “All these issues
they're deciding now were dealt
with a long time ago.”

The group also sent the informa-
tion requested by the Department
“Transportation

the FAA ina  req)
Massey

o
letter dated Dee. 20, 2005,
said.

When asked about the involve-
ment of the Department of Trans-
portation, which oversees the
FAA, Gregor said mmmea:
agencies cannot act contracy
u;hfleral laws, rules and regula-

ns.
“No federal officlal, regardless

of their position or stature, can
waive federal regul " he
sald. “Our legal office in Washing-
ton, D.C., thoroughly reviewed the
Portraits of Hope proposal, at the
uest of the office. It
wis then the FAA determined that
the proposal would viclate a num-
ber of rules and regulations.”
Gregor's however,
conflicts with what happened
next, said Massey. On Feb. 17,
20086, of Hope was
imvited to meet with Bill Withy-
cambe, regional administrator for
the Western-Pacific branch of the





